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SUBJECT: NATO EXERCISES: AMPHIBIOUS LANDING IN ITALY 
"DISPLAY DETERMINATION" 

REF: STATE 179930 

1. ACCORDING GOI CONTACTS, DISPLAY DETERMINATION HAS BEEN 
FULLY VETTED IN NATO AND GOI CHANNELS. IN GOI, AFFIRMATIVE 
DECISION HAS BEEN GIVEN BY MINISTER OF DEFENSE AFTER FULL 
CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF ITALIAN MILITARY AND 
MFA, AND OF POSSIBLE DOMESTIC POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS. SO 
FAS AS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO DETERMINE GOI, EVEN IN PRESENT 
UNSTABLE TIMES, HAS LITTLE OR NO TREPIDATION CONCERNING 
DOMESTIC LASHBACK. 

2. EMBASSY BELIEVES GOI JUDGEMENT TO BE CORRECT. A FEW 
ITALIAN PRESONALITIES, OR ITALIAN MEDIA, 

MAY ATTEMPT TO MAKE SOME POLITICAL HAY OUT OF DISPLAY 
DETERMINATION, BUT WE FORESEE AT THIS POINT NOTHING 
UNMANAGEABLE. WE MUST ADD THAT, SHOULD THE DOMESTIC 
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DATES EMBASSY MIGHT FIND IT NECESSARY TO RECOMMEND THAT 
ITALIAN ASPECTS OF DISPLAY DETERMINATION BE 
REVAMPED OR CANCELLED. 

3. AS A POST-SCRIPT, MFA SOURCE TOLD US THAT FOUR 
CONSIDERATIONS LED TO ITALIAN APPROVAL OF DISPLAY 
DETERMINATION CONVOY IN ADRIATIC TO ANCONA AREA: 

- CONCLUSION OF TRIESTE DISPUTE BY TREATY OF 

OSIMO HAS GREATLY RELAXED TENSIONS WITH YUGOSLAVIA, 

- YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY 
INFORMED, 

- YUGOSLAVS KNOW THAT NATO POWER IN THE MED 
PROVIDES AS MUCH PROTECTION TO GOY AS TO ITALY, AND 

- ANYWAY POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS SHOULDN'T DEBAR 
NATO FROM CONDUCTING LEGITIMATE DEFENSIVE 
EXERCISES. VOLPE 
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